
BC ELECTION MANDATE : 

CASE STUDY 
 CONTEXT 

In the weeks leading up to the May 14, 2013 BC Provincial election, the non-profit organization PartyX 

Progressive Democracy Society (now Ethelo Democracy Society) used Ethelo as a direct democracy tool 

to identify a non-partisan policy platform that could provide a broad mandate for the next elected 

provincial government. 

The goal of this project was to show how a political platform could be developed that represents a fair 

compromise between people of all different political persuasions. Majority vote systems create 

polarization, and engender resistance from minority groups. Here, Ethelo demonstrates how to create a 

policy platform that equitably represents the interests of diverse selection of people. 

 APPROACH 

Twenty-one high-profile policy "planks" were selected by PartyX from the policy platforms of the 4 

major political parties (Liberal, NDP, Green and Conservative) as well as a number of leading non-profit 

organizations. These planks were organized into 5 different Issue areas: Natural Resources, Community 

Services, Finance and Taxes, Government and Law, and Education and Health. 

On May 7, 2014, a public invitation was extended for participants participate on Ethelo by discussing the 

policy planks, scoring them to indicate support or opposition, and then weighing the relative importance 

of the 5 policy areas. Participants were able to see the Ethelo engine dynamically identify their personal 

“Top Choice” policy platform as they voted. Ethelo also allowed people to weigh how important the 

different policy areas were to them, and in calculating the group results, gave participants more 

influence on areas they felt were more important.  For example, a participant might wish more influence 

on environmental issues, giving up some influence on social issues.  

 Some of the policy planks were not consistent with each other, for example "Oppose Pipelines" and "Oil 

Industry Expansion". Ethelo was configured to ignore those possibilities. Nevertheless, most policies 

were compatible, and there were more than 220,000 possible policy platforms.  

 

Figure 1: The 21 policy planks were organized into five policy areas  

 



 RESULTS 

The Ethelo platform was left open for one week, until election 

day of May 14, 2013. Of the 580 individuals that were either 

invited or registered, 350 voted and provided 121 comments 

on the specific policies.   

The Ethelo engine evaluated more than 200,000 possible 

scenarios to identify the policy platforms that would generate 

the most support, while ensuring that that support was 

distributed as fairly as possible. 

Ethelo identified 16 specific policies, drawing from planks of all 

the political parties as well as some of the non-profits, would 

constitute a policy platform that would receive broad support 

across the participants.  

By showing a new way to develop policies that ignores the traditional boundaries of “political party” 

Ethelo demonstrated is potential to be a powerful and unifying tool for political engagement and policy 

development.  

The PartyX election engagement campaign was reported on in several publications, including The Tyee, 

Techvibes and Metro Vancouver. 

 

 

http://thetyee.ca/News/2013/03/27/Building-Democracy/print.html
http://www.techvibes.com/blog/party-x-to-bring-new-platform-to-the-bc-election-2013-04-03
http://metronews.ca/news/vancouver/627532/video-vancouver-developed-democracy-software-aims-to-inform-b-c-election/

